
Celebrate Urban Birds
 Learn to identify the 16 focal species. Use the enclosed bird-ID guide and silhouette 

posters. If you want to obtain a regional list of focal species, visit celebrateurbanbirds.org/
regional

 Pick a place to watch birds and stick to it! Your bird-watching area should be 50 feet by 50 
feet—about the size of half a basketball court. Find and remember the visual boundaries of 
your area. Don’t change your bird-watching area. 

 Spend just 10 minutes observing birds. 
 ✔ Tell us if you see—or don’t see—any of the focal species.
 ✔ If you can’t confidently identify a species,  
select “Unsure.”
 ✔ Zero means a lot! Send us your 
information even if you see no birds.
 ✔ Only report birds inside your  
bird-watching area.
 ✔ Mornings are best.

 Repeat your observation three times  
in the same bird-watching 
area anytime within a 
month.

 Send your data. Citizen 
science happens when 
everyone shares their 
observations.

Cornell Lab of Ornithology ◆ 159 Sapsucker Woods Road ◆ Ithaca, NY, 14850 ◆ 607-254-BIRD ◆ www.birds.cornell.edu
Celebrate Urban Birds ◆ 607-254-2455 ◆ urbanbirds@cornell.edu ◆  www.celebrateurbanbirds.orgVisit us at CelebrateUrbanBirds.org
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Let’s get started!

Have fun!



How do urban birds use green spaces?

Help us find out. It’s easy, fun, and quick!

1. Pick a location to watch birds and write it down here:
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip, Country: ____________________________________________________________________
Don’t change your place or time just because you See an exciting bird elsewhere. That will bias your results.

Hummingbird(s)
Species (optional):

______________________________________

Seen?
Yes No Un-

sure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3
Hummingbird feeder?

Return form to Celebrate Urban Birds, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker Woods Road, Ithaca, NY 14850, 

5. Comments

3. Did you see  
hummingbirds? Record them:

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3
Date (MM/DD/YY)

Start time   

Number of observers

Food provided by humans? 
(Yes or No)

50’x50’? 10 minutes only?            YES!  YES!  YES!

Your 
bird-watching 
area should be

50 by 50
feet.  Watch 

10 minutes 
    only!

2. Choose three days and times to watch birds at the same place. 

Other species
Species:

______________________________

Seen?
Yes No Un-

sure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

4. Did you see  
other birds? Record them:



Focal Species Tally Sheet

American Crow

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

American Robin

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

Baltimore Oriole

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

Barn Swallow

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

Black-crowned 
Night-Heron

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

Brown-headed 
Cowbird

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

Bullock’s Oriole

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

Cedar Waxwing

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

European Starling

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

House Finch

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

House Sparrow

       Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

Killdeer

     Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

Mallard

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

Mourning Dove

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

Peregrine Falcon

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

Rock Pigeon

Seen?
Yes No Unsure

Day 1
Day 2
Day 3

or enter your observations at celebrateurbanbirds.org

Always 
watch in 
the same 

place!

Watch 
for 10 

minutes 
only!

Tell us 
when you 
don’t see 
birds, too.








